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Excerpts from the 
USCCB Annual Report 

 

“The healing of victims/survivors of 

abuse remains our first priority.  We 

join Pope Francis in his desire that the 

response of the Church be pastoral 

and immediate. This year’s report 

reflects our pledge…to reach out to 

victims with care and compassion…to 

report all abuse to the authorities 

…and strong efforts in education and 

prevention.” 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 

President, USCCB  
 

 

“The audit remains the single most 

important tool to ensure the 

seriousness with which the bishops 

take the Charter and its 

implementation.  …It is through this 

instrument of accountability that trust 

can be restored between the faithful 

and the bishops, an important step in 

regaining their moral authority.” 

Francesco C. Cesareo, PhD, 

Chairman, National Review 

Board for the Protection of 

Children and Young People 
 

 

“Together, it is our efforts that will 

contribute to making this journey 

toward healing and reconciliation 

possible.  There is hope.” 

Dc. Bernie Nojadera,  

Executive Director 

Secretariat of Child & Youth 

Protection 

Child and Youth Protection  
Entrusted to Protect ~ Dedicated to Restore 

 

The Syracuse Diocese Child & Youth Protection Policy supports the USCCB 

Charter for the Protection of Children & Young People. To this end, all clergy, 

all religious, all employees as well as our volunteers who have contact with 

our children and youth, attend recertification and undergo an updated 

criminal background check every five years. In fall 2013, the Syracuse Diocese 

Offices of Victim Assistance and Safe Environment collaborated to write, 

produce, and distribute the updated Safe Environment recertification 

program, “Entrusted to Protect, Dedicated to Restore”.  An audience of over 

4,500 was ready to recertify for the first and many for the second time  

since 2008.   

The training video depicts cases adapted from those actually handled in the 

office within recent years, revealing abuse still occurs, but moreover, how 

concerned and courageous people are reporting suspicions and saving lives.   

 
Victim Assistance 

 

The Catholic Church’s primary responsibilities concerning victims and 

survivors of sexual abuse are healing and reconciliation. The Diocesan Victim 

Assistance Coordinator (VAC) provides to victims, survivors, and their loved 

ones pastoral care, support and resources for psychological, emotional and 

spiritual healing. The VAC receives and reviews allegations of sexual abuse 

and boundary violations of minors, as well as suspicious behaviors by a priest, 

deacon, member of a religious community, diocesan lay employee or 

volunteer, or member of our diocesan community. The diocese works 

cooperatively with civil authorities by reporting alleged incidents of abuse or 

neglect, contributing to investigations of allegations and advising victims of 

their right to report. 
 

Diocesan policy requires that all diocesan personnel report any suspected 

abuse to the civil authorities.  For more information or to report an allegation 

or suspicion, please contact: 

   Jacqueline Bressette, Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
  Diocese of Syracuse 
  240 East Onondaga Street 
  Syracuse, NY 13202 
  Phone: 315.470.1465 
  jbressette@syrdio.org  

 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

I am pleased to share with you our Annual Report outlining progress and support of the 2002 USCCB Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People.  In the Syracuse Diocese, our commitment to building and maintaining safe 

environments has been strengthened through updated recertification training, compassionate outreach to those 

affected by abuse, and continued education for our young people.  Thank you for partnering with us in our 

commitment to the safety of children and young people, His children, everywhere.     

           

          

 Most Rev. Robert J. Cunningham 

Bishop of Syracuse 
 



 

   

For more program information, please visit these websites:  
www.syracusediocese.org/our-commitment-to-child-and-youth-protection/     

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know …? 
 

� The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People (2002) is a comprehensive set of procedures, 
established by the USCCB and adhered to when addressing  allegations of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic 
clergy. Comprised of 18 Articles, it also includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing, accountability, and 
prevention/education to prevent future acts of abuse. 
 
� Training in the Syracuse Diocese has been presented to over 33,000 adults.  This means over 112,000 hours 

of child and youth protection and awareness education in our diocese since fall 2003! 
 
� The Syracuse Diocese keeps a commitment to help children and teens learn to keep themselves safe. Circles of 

Care is the curriculum that addresses age appropriate personal safety issues for minors and is introduced within 
the context of faith formation/religious education in parish programs. The Catholic Schools offer similar training 
through the safe environment education program, Child Lures Prevention: Think First and Stay Safe. 

� All dioceses/eparchies have written policies that support the Charter.  All audited dioceses/eparchies have Codes 
of Conduct spelling out expected behaviors and unacceptable actions and behaviors.  The Policy and Code of 
Conduct for the Diocese of Syracuse can be found at: 
http://www.syracusediocese.org/our-commitment-to-child-and-youth-protection/policies-and-forms/ 
 
� Only 1 in 10 sexually abused children disclose their abuse.  We, as concerned, caring adults and protectors of 

children, are called to build and maintain safe environments for His children. Above all, we must remain 
vigilant and we need to listen to our children.  We still have much work to do ~ 

Annual Audit  
 

“In order to strengthen the audit, the 

NRB strongly believes that parish audits 

need to be included in the on-site audit 

of diocese.  …In order to demonstrate 

that the Charter is being implemented 

fully and that safe environments have 

indeed been created, it is important to 

include parish audits.” 

Francesco C. Cesareo, PhD, Chairman 

National Review Board (NRB) for the 

Protection of Children and Young People 
 

The Syracuse diocese has been found in 

compliance with the required annual 

Charter audit for the fiscal year 2012-13.   

Approved by the Bishop, our fiscal year 

2013-14 audit will include on-site audits 

at several parishes and schools.   
 

All sites are responsible to oversee their 

compliance and proper implementation 

of the diocesan safe environment policies 

and procedures in accordance with 

Diocese of Syracuse’s Child & Youth 

Protection Policy which directly supports 

the USCCB’s Charter.   

Diocesan Safe Environment Committee (SEC) 
 

The committee members work collaboratively to represent the 
offices and ministries of the diocese.  In addition, the SEC ensures 
the parishes, schools, agencies and affiliated locations in our 
diocese create and maintain safe environments in accordance with 
the Syracuse Child & Youth Protection Policy. 
 

Danielle Cummings, Assistant Chancellor & Director of           

 Communications, Chair, Diocesan Safe Environment Committee 

Rev. Msgr. James Lang, Vicar for Parishes 

Jacqueline Bressette, Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 

Jackie Farrell, Diocesan Safe Environment Program Coordinator 

Joseph Slavik, Diocesan Director, Catholic Charities 

William Crist, Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

Debra Brillante, Assistant Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

Catherine Cornue, Diocesan Director, Office of Faith Formation 

Robert Walters, Diocesan Director, Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Rosemary Smith, Diocesan Manager of Human Resources & Benefits 

To inquire about training, policy, and program information please call: 
 

Jackie Farrell, Diocesan Safe Environment Program Coordinator 
Diocese of Syracuse 
240 East Onondaga Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Phone: 315.470.1421 
jfarrell@syrdio.org  


