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Morning Prayer - Bill Flynn opened the meeting by leading the DPC representatives 
in morning prayer. 
 
Call to Order  – Tina Dyer, DPC Executive Secretary, called the meeting to order. 
She welcomed Bishop Cunningham, and introduced the Diocesan staff members.  
Tina also mentioned the articles in the Catholic SUN, one with the Bishop on the 
cover speaking with Governor Patterson at Public Policy Day in Albany in March.  
There was also an article about an evangelization process at St. Stephen and St Joseph 
parishes in Oswego.  Father Baranski is leading a program to reach out to lapse 
Catholics called “welcome home”.  Tina then asked the members to look in the folder 
and find the best practices sheet.  She urged the people to think of the activities and/or 
programs that are successful and one that they think other parishes would want to 
know about.  It needs to be only 5 – 7 minutes in length of time.  She has no best 
practices in her file at this time. 

 
Opening Remarks – Sally Millick, DPC Chairperson, welcomed all members and 
recognized the new members to the DPC.  Also at the meeting were the chairpersons 
of the parish pastoral councils and they were dully welcomed.  These people met with 
Fr. Lang and Brother Ed Falsey during the breakout sessions. 
 
First Presentation - Sally then introduced us to Paul Lehmann, the Chair of the 
Parish Evangelization Committee at St. Mary’s in Hamilton and St. Joan of Arc in 
Morrisville.   The approach that was taken in the Parishes was to find out what was 
missing in their Churches.  Why were 18 –22 year olds leaving the Church and why 
do 18 –22 year olds stay in the Church.  This venture took place at the same time of 
Father Madden’s jubilee and the 140th anniversary of the parish.  Paul stated that there 
are many recognized problems, but finding the answers are difficult.  He said that the 
answers aren’t that helpful if you don’t know the questions.  The important thing to 
keep in mind as they proceeded was that the youth would replace the present Church 
members.  Baby Boomers need to let go at times.  The millennia’s are looking for 
tradition and community.  Nothing provides that more than the Catholic Church.  
They will also judge us on the technology and our presentation.  In his closing he said 
that we need to listen, and to point the way to the heavenly Father for He is with us on 
our journey. 
 
Second Presentation- Sally next introduced the group to Marysia and Ray Czachor, 
members of the DPC executive committee.  They had embarked on a project to see 
personally what many Churches were doing in the Diocese for welcoming and 
making people feel comfortable.  Would they return to that Church and possibly 
become members?  As part of the evangelization theme, they spoke of welcoming, 
particularly hospitality in the churches.  The message given was that hospitality 



begins at home, the people in the pews.  It is not just the greeters at the front door but 
everyone should be involved in this form of evangelization.  How do you make 
people feel welcome at your home?  Why do people look forward to attending Mass 
and going to other activities in that church?  People should feel better when leaving 
than when they came into church. 
 
Small Group Process – Sally next asked people to break up into six small groups 
and answer the two questioned posed.  1) As a consultative body what suggestions 
can the DPC offer to Bishop Cunningham that would help initiated a comprehensive 
evangelization processes in our parishes?  2) What does your parish do to welcome 
people at weekend liturgies and what do you do? 
 
Small Group Reports – Bill Flynn and Marysia Czachor compiled the comments of 
the first question from the small groups.  There seemed to be considerable confusion 
in the groups of what the question meant.  Many answers were of local activities and 
programs done in the parish, not of what does your parish need for a comprehensive 
plan.  The answers were grouped into 4 categories.  1) We need to utilize technology 
to get out a positive message to the youth and the world at large.  2) We need a 
Diocesan Evangelization toolbox including evangelization education and parish 
promotion.  3) We need outreach at times of bereavement, baptisms, weddings 
confirmations, etc.  4) We need to ask for input and listen to the DPC.   
 
The answers to the second question were not itemized at the meeting, but will be 
available at the May plenary session. 
 
Best Practices - Sally introduced the representatives to Deacon Larry Brickner, who 
reported to us on gathering and welcoming at St. Lawrence Church in DeRuyter.  It is 
process that begins before Mass.  As people enter they are greeted.  When everyone is 
in the pews they are asked to greet their neighbor with some sign and introduce 
themselves.  Deacon Larry then goes around the church and looks for unfamiliar faces 
and speaks with the people they are with.  When he is done he turns to the priest and 
says that assembly is gathered and ready for the celebration of Mass.   
 
Third presentation – Sally introduced the group to Msgr. J. Robert Yeazel, the Vicar 
General.  His topic was cremation and the Catholic Church.  Due to the changing 
trends in funeral practices, the bishops of New York State issued a Catholic guide to 
cremation.  Although cremation is permitted, Catholic teaching continues to stress the 
preference for burial.  When cremation is chosen for a good reason, the full process of 
Christian funerals should be followed.  A wake, the funeral Liturgy and the Rite of 
Committal should occur.  The cremation of the body should be delayed until after the 
Rite of Final Commendation.  However, the diocesan Bishop may for a good reason 
permit the cremated remains to be present for the funeral Liturgy.    After the Liturgy 
the body can be cremated and should be buried in a cemetery.  The cremated body 
should be treated with the same respect given to remains of the human body. 
 



Bishop Cunningham’s Remarks – We gave a warm welcomed to Bishop 
Cunningham. Bishop thanked everyone for being present.  He briefly talked about the 
pending health care reform bill in Washington.  There are three overriding issues that 
he stressed.  1) universal coverage for all people including illegal immigrants.  2) 
protection of life, no abortions.  3) the provision of conscience protection. 

 
Question and Answer Period – Among the questions collected from the DPC to 
which Bishop Cunningham responded were: 
 

 How so you answer a fifth grade female student that wants to be 
Pope when she grows up? The Vatican has ruled that the successors 
to Peter would be male.  All of Christ’s apostles were male and the 
teaching of the Church remains the same.  There are many other 
vocations that women can perform that are very important in the 
Church. 

 
 When will the web page be updated to include current 

information?  Plans are in process for a new diocesan website to be in 
place soon. 

 
 Girls are not allowed to be altar servers in our Church.  What can 

you do?  If you would speak with me privately I would be happy to 
talk with your pastor. 

 
 Diocesan properties are being billed for taxes by the city and 

county, can you explain that?  Churches, schools and any other 
Church property no longer being used for religious purposes will no 
longer be exempt from paying taxes. 

 
 When will the blood of Christ be distributed at communion again? 

This is up to the individual pastor, but probably soon if it hasn’t 
already resumed. 

 
 

Bob Walters wanted everyone to know that he is available to help any parish with 
youth ministry and urged the councils to call him and he would come and speak with 
them. 

 
 
Bishop Cunningham said grace and the meeting adjourned at 12:25  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Raymond Czachor 
Secretary 

 


