
  DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
                                                            November 2, 2013
 
 
MORNING PRAYER was led by Dcn. Bob Talomie with music provided by Larry Hagan.
 
CATECHETICAL TRAINING – Bishop Cunningham opened the session discussing the
importance of training for all of our catechetical leaders and teachers.  He mentioned that
one of the concerns he often hears from parents and grandparents is their concern about
handing down our faith from one generation to another.  And, basically we do this in two
ways:  through our Catholic schools and through our parish faith formation programs.  But
this does not relieve parents of the responsibility of educating and forming their children in
the faith.  In the baptismal ceremony it mentions that parents are the first teachers of their
children in the faith. 
 
We want to provide teachers and catechists with the tools that would be helpful to them in
handing on the Catholic faith.  Bishop spoke about how important it is for our catechists to
be certified by taking certain basic courses – not because they lack knowledge – but rather
because they need to constantly keep alive in their lives the important teachings of our
faith.   We  are  encouraging  and  urging  pastors,  directors  of  faith  formation,  religious
education teachers and all who are interested in passing on the faith to take advantage of
courses offered by our Faith Formation Office.  There are wonderful dedicated lay men and
women teaching in our programs and we need to give them the tools they need to provide
for the future.  The whole purpose of catechetical training is to help teachers to hand on the
faith to our students today. 
 
Cathy  Cornue,  Diocesan  Director  of  Faith  Formation, walked  the  DPC  members
through three different  training courses,  each one being 10 hours long.   These training
sessions can be done regionally, in individual parishes or in a PCA group.  Also the courses
are available online.  Detailed information was included in the representatives’ folders for
them to take back to their parish pastoral councils. 
 
There  are  2  levels  of  Catechetical  Certification.   Level  One  certification  consists  of
successfully completing 30 hours of course instruction that is divided into 3 courses which
may be taken in any order. 

1)       The Catechist:  Call, Mission and Formation
2)       The Word:  Foundation of Catechesis
3)       Discipleship:  Living the Faith

 
Level  Two Certification also consists  of 30 hours of course study and/or  attendance at
workshops.  Among the courses offered are:  Peace/Justice Issues, Liturgy/Worship, Prayer,
Scripture,  Morality,  Church  History  and  Christology.   For  more  information  go  to:
www.syrdio.org – click on Faith Formation then scroll  down to Catechist  Certification.
Again, online training is available.
 
UPDATE OF THE PCA PROCESS - Msgr. Lang, Vicar for Parishes, and Brother Ed
Falsey, Office of Pastoral Planning,  reported that each of the 26 PCAs has a facilitator
who will be meeting with pastors, the two parish trustees and 2 parish pastoral council

http://www.syrdio.org/


leadership  people  to  discuss  ways  to  work  together  as  the  number  of  available  priests
continues to decline.
 
 
 
DPC members were given a copy of “Seeing Natural Bridges,”  a workbook designed to
gather information for each of  the 4 working meetings of the PCAs. 

The workbook is divided into 4 sections:
1)      Collaboration within PCAs and Evangelization
2)      Mass Schedules and Intra/Inter Parish Activities
3)      Future Staffing Needs
4)      Reality and Finances (each parish will be provided with a snapshot of

its financial
        situation)
 

Anything that is not part of these four sections needs to go into what is called the
“parking lot discussions.”  These discussions are important - but for this particular
process the only items to be dealt with are the ones listed above.
 
The process is a very structured one consisting of:

1)      Homework for each participant
2)      Small group discussion
3)      Large group discussion

 
After each of the four sessions a report is to be sent to the diocese to be processed.
It is hoped that the process will be finished by February 1.
 

Msgr. Lang walked the DPC through certain sections of the booklet giving special emphasis
to the material on page 73 which listed every parish - giving the number of households,
seating capacity and the actual average weekly attendance as gathered from the most recent
October count.  (Every October each parish is asked to count each week the number of
people attending Mass and submit this information to the Office of Pastoral Planning.)  This
information will be used during Group Process 2:  Mass Schedules and Intra/Inter Parish
Activities.   Also  noted  was  the  diocesan  data  as  published  in  the  National  Catholic
Directory (The Kenedy Directory)  which listed the diocesan number of Baptisms,  First
Eucharist, Confirmations, Marriages, Funerals, Faith Formation Students, etc. from 1974
through 2012. 
 
Msgr. referenced page 23 which provided a compiled list from parishes across the United
States of new ministries that have been created in recent years.  This may help our parishes
as they begin to deal with the kinds of trained people, either professional or volunteers, that
will be needed down the road to work with pastors.  What kind of staff will we need in the
future to get our people dynamically involved in their parishes?
 
Brother Ed spent some time reviewing the process thus far.  He indicated that people seem
excited and enthusiastic. The discussions this time around were different from those last
spring when the PCAs first met as a group.  The threat of parishes closing does not seem to
be looming over everyone and this has created a very different level of discussion.  People
and pastors seem to be more open and honest and less defensive during their discussions.



 
The DPC representatives were reminded that the information from these PCA discussions
should be shared with their parish finance councils and parish pastoral councils.  There are
no secrets.
 
MCDEVITT GRANTS -  Andrea  Marshall,  Assistant  Director  of  the  Development
Office,  reviewed the process for parishes to apply for funding from the McDevitt Grants.
In  2008  the  McDevitts  left  a  bequest  of  $40  million  which  specified  that  only  the
interest/income could be used for grant distribution.  The yearly income amounts to about
$350,000 to be shared with parishes  for  food pantries and evangelization programs for
youth/family life.  Again this year as last year, $200,000 will be available for evangelization
grants  and $150,000 for  parish  food pantry grants.   It  should  be  noted  that  all  of  the
$350,000 was distributed last year.
 

-           All parishes are eligible to apply for a parish evangelization grant only if
they made their  

               HOPE Appeal goal in 2013.  There are no preconditions for parish food
pantry grants.
-          Parishes may reapply for the same grant money that was received in previous

years
-          Funds must be used within the fiscal year
-          The total amount a parish can receive for evangelization grants is $10,000.

Each grant
                  request should be put on a separate application form – but the total for all
grants in this

            category cannot exceed $10,000.
-          Food pantry grants are to support parish operated programs and will be

awarded up to
          $7,500

 
When completing the application forms the information should be brief and to the point.
Long narratives are not necessary. 
 
Applications will be mailed out to parishes February 7 and will be due by March 14.   If
you have questions along the way please contact Andrea at 315-472-0203.
 
YEAR OF FAITH  UPDATE  -  Danielle Cummings, Assistant Chancellor and Director
of Communications, invited the members to attend the Year of Faith celebration Mass on
Christ the King Sunday, November 24 at the Cathedral.  The afternoon will begin with
“Praise  and  Worship”  at  2:00  followed  by  Mass  at  2:30.   The  representatives  were
encouraged to ask others to attend who might not have been to the Cathedral before.   There
will be light refreshments available in the Cathedral Parish Center following Mass.  Promos
on television and radio will begin to appear about two weeks before the celebration.
 
Copies of the liturgy for this Mass have been sent out to all of our parishes.  We ask you to
encourage your pastors to use this material on the weekend of November 24.
 
Bishop Cunningham’s pastoral letter will be distributed at this Mass along with The New
Evangelization prayer cards.  Also 50 copies of the pastoral letter and prayer cards will be



sent to parishes for distribution that weekend.
 
Danielle stressed the importance of continuing this effort.  This is not a ‘closing’ Mass for
the Year of Faith but rather a pushing forth of the New Evangelization.  What are your ideas
to spread the Good News?  How can this be done?  Sent any thoughts you may have about
ways to accomplish this to Danielle at dcummings@syrdio.org
 
BISHOP CUNNINGHAM  responded  to  several  written  questions  submitted  by  the
representatives.  Among them were: 
It was just a year or two ago when parishes experienced a campaign to increase giving
in their parishes.  Last Sunday I noticed in our bulleting there will be a 2nd collection
for the next three Sundays in November.  I feel this puts an unfair burden on our
parishioners.  I know of two collections in November.  I do not know what the 3rd one
might be.  Every 3 years there is a collection for the Archdiocese for Military Services.  We
have many men and women throughout the world who are serving our country and the
Archdiocese for Military Services serves their needs.  The other collection in November is
the Campaign for Human Development.  It seems to me that our primary responsibility is to
support our parish church.  Second collections are taken up to support big causes.  It is up
to the individual to decide whether or not it is a cause he/she wishes to support.
 
How bad do things have to get regarding the number of priests before the American
bishops begin to advocate for married and women priests?  I do not expect that will
ever happen.  We know what the teaching of the Church is and I do not expect that to ever
change.
 
At  a  time  when  parishes  are  coming  together  in  PCA meetings  with  the  future
unknown, why would the diocese begin a feasibility study for a capital campaign?
That is the purpose of the feasibility study.  Part of the study will be to decide if there
should be a campaign – what is the purpose of the campaign – what are the needs of the
diocese – what are the needs of the parishes.   One of the proposals being discussed is that
50% of the money raised would stay in the parish and 50% would go for diocesan needs.
BUT - no decision has been made. 
 
In the PCA workbook the attendance numbers are not 2012 for all parishes.  For us to
be working with neighboring parishes are there any guarantees that the information
given is accurate?  Hope springs eternal!  We can only use the numbers that people give
us.  If we are being given inaccurate numbers then judgments may be made which could be
detrimental to a parish.  We hope that as good Catholics filling in the information they will
be truthful.  In some of our parishes their annual expenses exceed their annual income.
That cannot go on.  Parishes can only use their savings for so long. 
 
Will the financial reports needed for the last PCA session be sent to each trustee for
review prior to that meeting?  No.  The information to be given out at that meeting will
be what your parish has already presented to the diocese.
 
Will pastors, staff and most importantly parishioners have a say in linkages, mergers,
sharing of priests, business managers, etc.    And how will this happen?  Msgr. Lang
has already discussed this.   The diocese has  decided to  use the cluster  model  to  bring
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people together to see what can be done to cooperate.  There are a number of parishes
already that are sharing business managers or faith formation directors, etc.  We want to see
where is it working and how it can be improved.   In the Diocese of Rochester, for example,
they have regional finance directors – one person for 5 or 6 parishes.  There are ways to
work these things out to best meet the needs of the people.  How can you be involved?  Let
the people who attend these PCA meetings know what your thoughts are – your pastor, the
2 trustees and the 2 people representing your parish pastoral council. 
 

           Remaining Plenary Session Dates:    March 22  and  May 17
 

Please remember:  It is the responsibility of each DPC representative to share
the    
             information from plenary sessions with their parish pastoral council. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
Joseph Stanton
DPC Secretary


