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Diocesan Pastoral Council 
November 3, 2012 

 
Opening Prayer – Bill Flynn and Larry Hagan led the DPC in opening prayer.  
 
Welcome – Margi Lawrence, DPC Chairperson, welcomed everyone. She reminded 
everyone to please make sure to place their updated parish and contact information on the 
back of their name tag and leave it at the end of the meeting. This allows for Tina Dyer to 
ensure that each representative and parish receives DPC information.  
 
At the conclusion of the year the DPC will elect officers who will serve for the 2013-
2015 years. Officers begin their terms July 1, 2013 and will serve through June 30, 2015. 
Information regarding the election process and the duties of each officer was contained in 
the packet.  The Executive Committee meets with Bishop Cunningham four times a year 
engaging in candid conversations regarding how the needs of the Diocese may be 
addressed through the DPC. Individuals who wish to serve as a member of the DPC 
Executive Committee were invited to indicate the role(s) they wish to serve and return it 
to Tina Dyer or Margi Lawrence. 

 
Best Practices – In response to a call from DPC members to learn about the practices 
around the Diocese, DPC members are invited to share for 5 to 7 minutes a successful 
practice in their parishes. Larry Hagan spoke about the “St. Pauly” program in place at 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Utica. This is an opportunity for parishes to collect used clothing 
by establishing a clothing collection shed to raise funds to support parish ministries. 
Packets with information were available for DPC members 
 
Report on Focus Groups – Father Lang and Brother Ed Falsey provided an overview of 
the focus sessions held throughout the Diocese during 2011 - 2012. Information 
summarizing these sessions was provided in members’ packets. Fr. Lang shared that 
change within the Catholic Church is occurring throughout the world. As such, no one of 
us can continue to be a thermometer of hope, we must be a thermostat, where we set the 
pace for transforming the Church of our future. The central message for all to consider 
and share with their parishes is that the Church of the future is forming and will require a 
greater collaboration and shared leadership across our communities of faith, rather than a 
focus on individual parishes. The transformation will result in various models of faith 
communities created faith to meet the Eucharistic and faith needs of the community. All 
of these models will be successful to extent that they can identify and maximize the 
resources necessary to sustain the faith community and adapt to the rapid changes within 
the faith community and the community at large. Change is difficult, however it is 
essential that we take on this challenge and persevere in order to adapt to our new 
realities and those that we have yet to identify. Recommendations included steps the 
Diocese can take to support the parishes and faith communities in this evolution.        
Without this approach, any effort to maintain the past rather than collaborating to create 
our future will result in diminishing the opportunities for us to share and grow in our faith 
across all members of the community. 
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When you return to you parishes please ask them to consider the following questions: 
 What barriers prevent your parish from being mission focused? 
 List 3-5 strategies that will help your parish reach its goals? 
 What steps should your parish and Pastoral Care area take to strengthen parish life 

between now and 2017? 2020?  
 
Fr. Lang and Br. Ed emphasized that they are available to assist parishes. They can be 
reached at:       The Diocese of Syracuse 
  240 East Onondaga Street 
  Syracuse, NY 13202 
  jlang@syrdio.org 
  efalsey@syrdio.org 
 
Formation for Ministry  – Fr. Charles Vavonese, Diocesan Director of Faith Formation, 
discussed the work of the Formation for Ministry Office and some of the details and 
requirements associated with the courses and how Formation preparation is approached. 
He shared the Diocesan goals of the Formation for Ministry Office and the relationship 
among the ministry areas within the Formation for Ministry Office. Louise Lutz and Tom 
Grigson shared their experiences with the Formation for Ministry program.  
 
Fr. Vavonese’s hand out provides a framework for the foci of the various ministries. He, 
Louise and Tom encouraged DPC members to seek out and recruit or invite individuals in 
their parishes to consider participating in a ministry program. The program cost is 
$690/year. Some or all of the cost of the program may be supported by the parish. 
Individuals do not have to select a particular program immediately, those who are 
interested or in the process of discerning may take one or two courses to assist in their 
exploration. Fr. Vavonese may be contacted at (315) 470-1491 or cvavonese@syrdio.org 
 
Individuals are invited to join Fr. Vavonese for the Public Policy Day that takes place in 
Albany each year. Transportation is provided.  Please send Fr. Vavonese an email if you 
wish to participate in this opportunity to join with the Bishop to help form public policy. 
 
Mandated Reporting – In response to requests regarding identifying mandated reporters 
and the roles and responsibilities of mandated reporters, Jacqueline Bressette, Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, was invited to present to the DPC. Ms. Bressette provided a hand 
out providing specific information regarding our responsibilities and the steps to follow 
whenever there is a suspicion of or knowledge of abuse or neglect. Whenever there is a 
suspicion of any type, please contact civil authorities and Child and Youth Protection 
Office. All calls are kept confidential. If the child appears to be in eminent danger call 
please call 911. The contact information for the Child and Youth Protection Office is: 
 Jacqueline Bressette 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
 315-470-1465 
 jbressette@syrdio.org 
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“Best Practices” – Bernadette Repetto, Youth Minister at Holy Family in Endwell 
shared what she is doing to provide faith and evangelical opportunities for children, 
teens, their families, senior citizens and others in her parish, cluster parishes and 
community. The three pillars of the program at Holy Family are:  

 Evangelizing 
 Socializing 
 Communicizing 

 
Update on “The Year of Faith” – Danielle Cummings, Assistant Chancellor and 
Director of Communications for the Diocese, provided a questionnaire to allow DPC 
members to identify “Best Practices” regarding the Year of Faith, as well as to identify 
needed resources.  There is a lot of information on the Diocesan website regarding 
activities taking place. Many parishes have already planned and/or executed activities for 
the year, while others do not have activities planned. It is important for us to ignite the 
passion for our faith by celebrating The Year of Faith in our parishes. Please go back and 
make sure that your parish begins to make the most of this year. Please email Danielle 
regarding your parish activities so that she can post them on the Diocesan website. 
dcummings@syrdio.org    
  
Remarks from Bishop Cunningham – Bishop Cunningham addressed the DPC sharing 
the experience of those 200 people who travelled to Rome to celebrate the Canonization 
of Sister Marianne Cope and Kateri Tekakwitha. The canonization reminds us all the 
everyday ordinary people are called to do great things. 
 
The Year of Faith is to let us know share and live our faith. Holy Father has asked us to 
focus on the Nicene Creed not only in church but in our gathering. Bishop suggested that 
we add Nicene Creed to our opening prayer. 
 
Election Day is coming. The Church does not endorse a specific candidate, please 
remember that life is our first right, liberty is our first freedom. Individuals are 
encouraged to cast their ballot in a manner that communicates their conscience and the 
issues that affect human life and dignity for all. A letter from the Bishop was included in 
the packet of materials to assist individuals in preparing their hearts and minds for this 
significant responsibility through prayer and reflection.   
 
Question and Answer Period – Bishop Cunningham shared important information on 
current issues and responded to questions collected from the DPC.  Some of the questions 
were: 
 

1. What is the protocol fund raising for youth events? Should the money raised 
have a line item in the budget? What happens when the fundraising is a 
combined effort among 3-4 churches? Yes, there should be a line item in the 
budget. Whenever parishes combine efforts for an even, one of the parishes needs 
to serve as the treasurer. 
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2. Is the VIRTUS training and certification required f or people who only have 
limited association with children while working as a volunteer in a soup 
kitchen? Yes, all individuals who are with our children must participate in the 
training. It is not difficult nor especially time consuming to do so and is important 
to the protection of our children. 
 

3. What is the Diocese stance on having a Facebook page to advertise and 
support parish activities? If you wish to develop a parish Facebook page it 
should be an organizational page. Please contact Danielle for assistance. 
. 

4. Why is the privilege of having a family member do the Eulogy at a funeral no 
longer allowed? The Diocese and the DPC have issued guidelines regarding 
funerals. These are decisions that need to take place between you and the priest. 
What is important is the eulogy represents the faith of the deceased.   
 

5. With the merging and linking of parishes there are many difficulties, what 
advice do you have for parish council members where they can help our 
priests increase involvement between linked parishes and encourage their 
congregations?  There are a number of ways in which parishes can be brought 
together to share our common faith. These include pulpit exchange, shared 
programs, youth ministries and shared staff.   
 

6. What is your official position on Alliance of Communities Transforming 
Syracuse (ACTS)? The Bishop does not have sufficient knowledge regarding 
ACTS to comment, except to state that the Diocese does not have an official 
position regarding this group. 

 
7. Is it a practice to allow priests to remain in a particular region when 

reassignments are made or do they get placed wherever there is a need? All 
priests are given an opportunity to apply to serve in a parish whenever there is an 
opening. If no one applies then the Bishop assigns a priest to a parish. We do our 
best to honor the requests of the priests, however it is becoming increasingly 
difficult.  

 
8. Will there be a diocesan-wide collection to support the victims of hurricane 

Sandy?  Yes, a letter has gone out to request support for the victims of this 
terrible tragedy. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12: 25 p.m. followed by lunch/dismissal. 

Remaining Meeting Schedule*   March 9, 2013 - May 11, 2013 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Group, Secretary 
 
*If you are unable to attend please send a representative from your parish council or 

your parish to attend in your place. 
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