
OFFICE OF PUBLIC POLICY

The Bishops of the United States, through their National organization, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, have stated:

“In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, participation in the political 
process is a moral obligation.  All believers are called to faithful citizenship, to become 
informed, active, and responsible participants in the political process.”

In the Diocese of Syracuse it is the responsibility of the Office of Public Policy to 
coordinate efforts throughout the Diocese to make those words of the Bishops a reality in every 
region, every parish, every home, and every individual.

Tapping into the richness and diversity of resources within the Diocese, the Office seeks 
to make available materials and people who will educate and inform parishioners about the 
issues that affect the common good.

Working in concert with the New York State Catholic Conference (NYSCC), the Office 
disseminates information about the policy and legislative concerns identified by the NYSCC and 
coordinates efforts to recruit participants for the annual Public Policy Day, held in Albany on the 
second Tuesday in March. On that day Catholics throughout the Diocese meet with their elected 
New York State representatives to present the Bishops’ position on each of the several issues 
identified by the Conference. 

In addition the Diocese maintains close contact with and supports the work of both the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops as well as Catholic Charities USA. Informaion 
about Public Policy efforts at the national level can be found by going to 
http://capwiz.com/catholiccharitiesusa.

The Diocese also seeks to engage parishioners in the ongoing effort of NYSCC to 
respond to policy and legislative matters as they arise through the on-line program known as 
Catholic Advocacy Network (CAN). We encourage individuals and parishes to join with the 
thousands of Catholic New Yorkers already working through the advocacy network for a just 
society and promoting the values which are important to our Faith.  By logging on to CAN 
(www.nyscatholic.org) and clicking on “Join the Network” Catholics can stay informed about 
important issues and strengthen the Catholic voice.

Finally, the Office is a means by which individual Catholics, parish organizations, and 
Diocesan offices can communicate and raise awareness regarding local issues that impact the 
common good. 

http://www.nyscatholic.org/

